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Here lie the mortal remains of 

JOHN RENNIE 
CIVIL ENGINEER 

F.R.S. F.A.S. 
Born at Phantassie in East Lothian 

7th July I 761 
Deceased in London 4th Octr. I 82 I 

THIS STONE 
is dedicated to his private virtue 

and records 
the affection and the respect of 

his family and his friends 
but 

the many splendid and· useful works 
by which 

under his superintending genius 
England, Scotland and Ireland 

have been adorned and improved 
are 

THE TRUE MONUMENTS 
OF 

HIS PUBLIC MERIT 

Waterloo-Southwark-Bridges 
Plymouth Breakwater 

Sheerness Docks &c .. &c. &c. 





· man of the name of Rannie. · He \Vas intended .J 

":. for a mill-wright, and V\ras breeding to t11at 

'!'. ·bufinefs under the famous Mr Mackell at Lin­
ton, Eaft Lothian. He had not then attefided 

1r Gibfon for the Mathematics, &c. much more 

::- than fix months; but on his examination, he 
difcovered f uch an1azing po,vers of genius, that . 

one \vou d have imagined him a fecond Ne\vton. 
No problem was too hard for him to demon-

.:firate. ith a clear head, a decent addrefs, 
and a diftinll: delivery, his mafier could not pro • . 

pofe a que ion either in nntural or experimen­
tal philofophy, to \vhich he gave not a clear and · 
ready folution, and alfo the reafons of the con-

. 1eClion between cauf es and effeets, the power of 
·gravitation, &c. ·in a ma!l-erly and convincing 
manner ; fo that every perf on pref en t ad1nired 

fuch an "uncommon frock of knowledge amaffed 
at his time .of life. : If this young nian is f pared, 

and continues to profecute his fiudiei, he will . 

do great honour to his country. 

David Loch's 
school 
examiner's 
report on 
Rennie at 
Dunbar High 
School in 1778. 
Rennie was at 
Edinburgh 
University 1780-
83 - studied 
part-time under 
Professors 
Robison and 
Black 
FRSE 1788 
FRS 1798 
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John Rennie Projects 1n9-1821 

blue - water related except mills 
red - roads, bridges, railway 
green - mills 
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tertained o 1t ave a en very ort o . e rea 1 • 

intendant, that during the year ending 15th May 18 I I there croff'ed at the Queen's-ferry TWO 

HUNDRED "AND TWENTY-EIGHT perfons every day throughout the year. And on fome days fo man 
as :FouR HUNDRED AND FOR TY-SEVEN were ~er.r_ied over. There paffed during the fame year 

Carriages - - I 5 I S 
Carts - - 4254 
Horf~s - - 13,154 
Cattle - - 18,057 
Sheep . - - 25,15 I 
Barrell Bulk - - 5,520 
Dog~ - 2,615 

.by far the greater part of which travelled along the Great North Road. The value of the goods 
intended for fale -amounting to near 400,0001., making a total of inf urable property conveyed by this 
communication of about 900,0001. 
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Light operational 
by 1.2.1811 

Masonry 
completed 

by 2.9.1810 
Wooden beacon 

· k bridge removed 

Masonry 
completed 

by 25.8.1809 
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Bellrock Lighthouse progress 1809 - note innovation 









11 e ,f,, ]},. ale 

SO UN D 

.7f'llrP ou BrenlmHrtrr . 

'- ··~· 

Fcnnctur es ,\ pairncau:x dcsfonne s Cir constr ue''.' 
r -- . _ _____,_-,---- - ---,-r--
) 

I 

Plymouth Brieakwater 1812-47 
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